
	  
Congratulations, you’ve registered for MWM’s Regional Gathering (RG)! We look 
forward to welcoming you to the Hyatt Dulles in Herndon, VA in less than two weeks, 
and we want to make sure you have all the information you need to have a fantastic 
weekend.  
 
What happens at an RG? 
If this is your first RG, you’re in for a treat; even if it’s your 100th RG, you’re in for a 
treat. We have three tracks of programs to cover a wide variety of interests. We have a 
pool party, games, tournaments, our traditional chocolate orgy, a Saturday night dinner 
buffet, and an ice cream social. 
 
Directions: 
 
GPS unit: If you plan on plugging in the address into your GPS, the full address of 
the hotel is 2300 Dulles Corner Blvd., Herndon, VA 20171. 
 
Driving from the east: Take the toll road, VA-267, to Exit 10. Go south on Centreville 
Road to Sunrise Valley Drive. Turn right. Follow the road around the bend, entry to the 
Hyatt Dulles will be on the right after the single lane opens up into two lanes. 
 
Under normal circumstances, it is ill-advised to go through Tysons Corner on Route 7 
during weekday evening rush hour (3-8 p.m.) and even more so during overnight periods 
(due to new Metro construction). Similarly, west-bound Route 66 during weekday 
evening rush hour (3-8 p.m.) is frequently a slow slog (but has an HOV-2 lane from 4-
6:30pm). 
 
Driving from the north and west: Take Route 7 east to Route 28 (Sully Road) south. 
Take the exit for Frying Pan Road. Turn left onto Sunrise Valley Drive. Hotel entrance 
will be on the left before the northbound lanes merge into a single lane. 
 
From the south and west: Take Route 66 east to Route 28 (Sully Road) north. Take the 
exit for Frying Pan Road. Turn left onto Sunrise Valley Drive. Hotel entrance will be on 
the left before the northbound lanes merge into a single lane. 
 
By air: The Hyatt Dulles offers complimentary Dulles Airport hotel shuttle. The drop off 
and pick up points at the airport are at curbs 2A and 2H. 
 



By rail: Amtrak Union Station is approximately 40 minutes away by taxi, considerably 
longer if you arrive during rush hour.  Your fare should be in the range of $55.00 to 
$65.00.   The hotel is approximately 25 minutes from the West Falls Church and Vienna 
Metrorail stations. 
 
Meals: 
All meals from dinner on Friday night through breakfast on Sunday will be included. 
We’re having chili from Hard Times Cafe for dinner on Friday night, Popeyes chicken 
for lunch on Saturday, and a hotel dinner of salad, minestrone soup, meat and vegetarian 
lasagnas, and tiramisu on Saturday night before our keynote speaker.  We will provide a 
continental breakfast on Saturday and Sunday mornings. Hospitality food needs to stay 
within our conference spaces; please respect the hotel's rules on this. 
 
We’ve asked you to provide any dietary preferences you might have, and if you’re a 
vegetarian or vegan you will be provided with a card indicating this. We’re going to do 
our best to keep your food from being contaminated or disappearing before the end of the 
weekend, so if you don’t see what you need please talk to a hospitality volunteer who can 
get it for you. 
 
Timing: 
Registration and hospitality open at 4 PM, officially. We might be able to get you in a 
little bit early, but that depends on how long set-up takes us and how many volunteers we 
have. (If you are among our early volunteers, you get to register early, too. Hint, hint.)  
 
The teen track will begin at noon on Saturday, although any of our teen members and 
their families are welcome to register as early as 8 AM. 
 
We will wrap up the formal program on Sunday afternoon. The youth track programs for 
the 6-12 year olds will take place on Sunday beginning at 10 AM although you are 
welcome to register as early as 8 AM. 
 
Registration: 
Registration will be open until 10pm on Friday, from 8am – 6pm on Saturday, and from 
8am – noon on Sunday. If you arrive outside of those hours, we will have contact 
information available for you to contact the appropriate person to get registered and start 
enjoying the RG ASAP. 
 
We will be accepting cash, checks, and even credit cards for any walk-in registrations. 
 
At registration you will be receiving a card asking “Who is your superhero?” like the one 
at the top of this letter. Near registration you will be able to pin up your answer if you’d 
like. 
 
What to Wear: 
Having a superhero theme clearly calls out for costumes. We encourage attendees to don 
a costume (or even multiple costumes) during the weekend. While capes and any other 



specific element are not mandatory, clothing is – and more than simply underwear. 
Remember, this is a family-friendly event. 
 
Programs: 
We have a wide variety of programs, and our keynote speaker is Ryan Davidson of the 
Law and the Multiverse blog and co-author of The Law of Superheroes. You can find the 
complete program online at our blog: http://superheroedition.wordpress.com/program. 
You’ll receive a printed program booklet when you arrive.  
 
There are several programs for which you might want to bring something special. 
 
Art Contest: If you’d like to enter the art contest, please bring your art and a $5 entry fee 
for each piece (proceeds benefit MWM’s scholarship fund). Artwork such as painting, 
sketches, photography, sculpture, etc. is welcome, as are crafts, such as needlework, 
knitting, quilting, chain mail, etc. Entries may be submitted at Registration until 
Saturday, May 18 at 4:00 PM, at which time all the entries will be brought into the room 
indicated in the program booklet for display. You are welcome to also donate your entry 
to our silent auction.  
 
Silent Auction: If  you have gently used items that you think your fellow Mensans might 
like to buy, bring them with you to contribute to our silent auction, which will benefit 
MWM’s scholarship fund. The auction will be held Saturday evening and results will be 
announced after the keynote speaker. 
 
SWAP Meet: As this is a procedure for exchanging unwanted items, you may want to 
bring one or two such items that you would like to swap with others. 
 
Craft Circle: If you do any type of craft and you’d like to join a group of crafters, bring it 
along. Last year we had knitters, quilters, cross stitchers, and someone making chain 
mail. If you do a portable craft, please join in. 
 
Yoga: We are fortunate to have multiple sessions of yoga this year. If you are interested 
in taking a yoga class and already own a yoga mat, we encourage you to bring it with 
you. If you don’t have a yoga mat, we should have some to share. 
 
Water aerobics and pool party: Marta will be teaching water aerobics on Saturday, and 
we will be hosting a two-hour pool party on Friday night. If you’d like to participate in 
either of these, please remember to bring your bathing suit. 
 
Walk for Love: This doesn't necessarily require anything special, depending on how you 
plan to traverse 5k. Make sure your footwear is comfy. You may want to wear 
workout/exercise clothing. 
 
Blood drive: This doesn’t involve bringing anything special, but if you want to donate 
blood and have not done so since March 23 (specifically red blood cells), register in 
advance by contacting INOVA at 1-(866)-256-6372. If you want to donate, please make 



sure that you have a healthy meal before donating; it won’t be hard, there will be plenty 
of options in hospitality. Hours range from 11 AM – 4 PM on Saturday. 
 
MWM ExComm Meeting: MWM's board of directors (ExComm) will be conducting 
their monthly meeting at 10 AM on Sunday. If you would like to see what this entails and 
have your voice heard on MWM matters, this is your best opportunity – you'll already be 
here. And if you're interested in running for the ExComm, you'll have plenty of time 
outside of that meeting to ask them questions pertaining to their specific duties. 
 
Author Sales: Several of our speakers will have books for sale before or after their 
programs. We would suggest bringing cash if you might be interested in making a 
purchase, as our speakers might not be able to take other forms of payment. 
 
Games: 
We have a large collection of games, and even some games that are being temporarily 
donated by attendees for use at the RG. Please treat the games with respect. No one likes 
damaged or incomplete games. There will also be a box for “orphan pieces” where 
attendees can place pieces that got separated from their game and they don't know what 
games they came from. A sectioned-off portion of the greater Hospitality room, this is a 
great place to chill and meet new or long-time friends while playing something. 
 
Caricatures:  
We are excited to be offering the services of a caricaturist from 10 AM to 2 PM on 
Saturday. This is on a first come, first served basis, so there might be a line. If you are 
interested in receiving a caricature we encourage you to seek out the caricaturist in 
hospitality early in the day. 

 
	  
Volunteering: 
An RG is an all-volunteer affair, so one of the best ways to make it a great experience is 
to volunteer. We are looking for people to help out with hospitality, registration, security, 
and as speaker shepherds. Shifts are typically two hours each, and we’d really appreciate 
the help. If you do decide to volunteer, we’ve got some great prizes for a raffle to 
recognize the dedication of volunteers. If you want to sign up for a shift or shifts in 
advance please get in touch with Cam Smart and Leslie Jane Fahrney at 
MWMRG.Volunteer@yahoo.com  



	  
T-shirts:  
If you pre-ordered your t-shirt you can pick it up at Registration along with your packet. 
 
Fox Imaging: 
Fox Imaging (sometimes referred to as the Mensa Store) will be on hand all weekend 
with logo items and games for purchase. This is a great chance to pick up a t-shirt or that 
Mind Games® winner that you’re missing from your collection. 
 
Security:  
While we welcome attendees coming dressed as both superheroes and 
supervillains, we do not want anyone behaving like supervillains (or even ordinary 
villains). We will have a simple “Superhero's Code”listed on site; 
please follow it. We would rather not have to send you to The Phantom Zone. 
 
Security works best with your help.  If there is an issue, please bring it to the attention of 
the nearest Security volunteer or our Security Chief, Cat Bailey.  We want everyone to 
feel comfortable and have fun, so please help us help you. 
 
About the Speakers: Please bear in mind that the speakers have donated their time and 
resources to be with us this weekend. Many of them are not Mensans and this is their first 
(and maybe only) exposure to the organization. Mensa's reputation depends on the 
actions and attitudes of each of us. If you enter or leave during a program, please do so 
quietly and unobtrusively in deference to the speaker and other attendees. Show 
consideration, even if you disagree with a speaker. 
 
Also, please show the speaker and your fellow audience members the respect they 
deserve by turning off your various handheld electronic devices. 
 
Adults Only: Some programs contain material that is adult in nature, and will be noted as 
such. Admission to these few events will be restricted to those 18 and older. 
 
Name Badges: Your name badge is your ticket to enjoy the RG. Please wear it at all 



times that you are in RG spaces. This is the only way we can know who actually belongs 
at the RG. Anyone without a name badge should be referred to an RG Committee 
member. Please take care of your badges, because we likely won't be able to replace lost 
name badges/badge holders. 
 
Alcohol: The legal drinking age is 21. While the name badges and badge holders will 
assist in identifying age ranges, please do not be insulted if you are asked for proof of 
age. 
 
Personal Space: To hug or not to hug, that is the question. As with most RGs, there will 
be hug dots/stickers available to indicate your preference. These will be available at 
Registration. Make sure to abide by these indicators; if someone doesn't have a hug dot 
on their name badge, treat them as if they have a “NO HUGS.” People who invade others' 
personal space (e.g., hugs them when either the hug dot says no or the person has 
verbally stated they do not want a hug; or groping) will be given a warning not to do so 
again. Repeat offenders will be removed from the RG without a refund.  
 
If you have any questions not answered here, contact either or both of the co-chairs. 
We're looking forward to a wonderful time, and can't wait until we can finally Marvel at 
the DC RG! 
 
Shazam, 
 
Jared Levine (boxmaster@alumni.williams.edu) 
Jess Byron (jbyron@gwmail.gwu.edu) 
	  

	  


